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THE PRESENCE OF ‘BILHARZIA HAEMATOBIA” 
IN EGYPTIAN MUMMIES OF ?HE 20th 

- DYNASTY [1250-1000 B.C]. 
Dr. Mare Armand Ruger, President of the 

Sanitary, Maritime, and Quarantine Council 
of Egypt, Alesandria, contributes a most in- 
teresting note on the above subject to the 
British Medical Joumal,  in which he says :- 

Thanks to the kindness of Professor Elliot 
Smith, Professor Flinders petrie, and Professor 
Keatinge, I have obtained several organs from 
mummies of the eighteenth to the twentieth 
dynasty, and I may state at  once that such 
diseases as atheroma, pneumonia, renal 
abscesses, and cirrhosis of the liver are plainly 
recognisable. In the *renal abscesses ancl in 
other lesions I have stained micro-organisms 
with methylene blue, fuchsin, haematosylin, 
and even by Gram’s method. 

At the present time there is perhaps no 
disease more important to Egypt than that 
caused by the Bilhwsia haenzatobia. So far 
no evidence has been produced to show how 
long .it has esisted in this country, although 
medical papyri contain prescriptions against 
one of its most prominent symptoms-namely, 
haematuria. The lesions of this disease are 
best seen in the bladder and rectum, but un- 
fortunately these are just the two mummified 
organs which I have not been able to obtain so 
far. Nevertheless, in the kidneys of two 
mummies of the twentieth dynasty I have de- 
monstrated in microscopic sections a large 
number of calcified eggs of Bilh awia Ii  ae nzu- 
tobia, situated, for the most part, among the 
straight tubules. Although calcified, these 
eggs are easily recognisable and cannot be mis- 
taken for anything else. I, may add that I 
showed some of my sections to Professors Looss 
and Ferguson, whose paramount authority on 
such a subject cannot be disputed, and both 
confirmed my diagnosis. 

T. have examined microscopically the kidneys 
of sis mummies. The kidneys of two were ap- 

I parently healthy; the left kidney of another 
was congenitally atrophied; those of the fourth 
contained multiple abscesses with well-staining 
bacteria and other lesions, which so far I have 
not diagnosed; those of the fifth and sisth 
showed bilharzia eggs, and the latter had other 
lesions as  well, which, owing to the shrunken 
state of the organ, I am unable to define ac- 
curately as yet. 

Renal disease, therefore, was not infrequent 
among Egyptians living over three thousand 
years ago. 

The method by which mummified tissues can 
be prepared has already been described by Dr. 
Ruff er. 
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THE MEA-SLES MICROBE. 
The Medical Revaezo of llunich aiinounces 

an important discovery by a German doctor, 
Professor Sittler, who claims to have dis- 
covered the measles microbe. Bccordilig to 
the doctop t h e  niiorobe develops in the thrmt, 
the nose, the buccal glands, mid the broncliial 
tubes. The treatment accordingly mill be 
strictly inteiiial with the object of thlstxcq4alg 
the microbe. 

X-RAYS AND DIABETES. 
The Qlobo reports tliitt n t  ~1 iiitieti% 

of the soci&& Udicn le  des HOpL 
taus Dr. hIeiiptiier gnve all interesting :IC- 
count of the effect of the R6ntgen Rays up011 
diabetic pattients wlien applied to the hepatic 
region. The effect is most marked in the m o c ~  
severe form of the clisease, with general de- 
k,i!ity and loss of flesh. In these cases the ap- 
plication of the X-rays is followed by a cou- 
siderable increase in the glycosuria withiu t h e  
next 24 hours, and sometimes for several subsi*- 
quent days, and a fall in the nuinher of rei1 
blood corpuscles. Thus in one case the amount 
of sugar escreted in 24 hours rose from 1,000 
to 1,600 grammes, and the number of red cor- 
puscles fell from 3,470,000 to 1,170,000, OF n 
loss of 2,300,000 corpuscles per cdlic i i i i l l i~’ 
metre. Later the glrcosiirin diiiiiiiislivs and 
the red corpuscles increase, 

CEREBRAL EVOLUTION THE PHYSlCAL BASIS OF 
PSYCHIC DISTURBANCES AND SOCIAL DISCORD 

Dr. I. 0. Allen, in the Dictctia m i d  Nygic~ir 
Gazettc, contends that to l d i e  progress in tlic 
study of mental plienomeiia every esplanation 
that explains must have a physical basis, for 
every psychic state has its physical basis, a id  
there is evidence that much of that ndiich is 
ratecl as psychopathic is but the peculiar es- 
pression of peculiar brains, for whenever the 
mental espression is in harmony with the phy- 
sical state, 110 iiia$ter what that physical stntt, 
may be, that inental espremion is iintural nnil 
noimal to that particular stttte. For every 
anatomical, and physiologicnl difference of 
brain nmtter, there is a correspo~idiiig differ- 
ence in mental espression : r ind  thesn ni v ~ f t r l  
srpress iom ni l i s t  bc coirsidcrrd ) 1 o ~ 1 ~ ( t Z  80 lo~i!! 

the physical state is abnoimal. This woulcl in- 
dicate that our psychic disturbances ant1 soci:il 
cliscords are not  due to a mental pathology, but 
rather to cerebral states ancl our want of lrnorv- 
ledge concerning the brain, its cnpncitties. 
faculties, ancl functions. If we Imow nngthing 
we know that different brains cliff er physicxlly 
in capacity, faculty, ancl function, and m u s h  
of necessity differ in mentd espiwsioons : niitl 
that the highly orgitnisccl brniirs hnvc. cvolvctl 
from primitive brains. 

as they ClYC tr l tr  t o  thc pl17JsicaZ s f n t c ,  Cvell I t  
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